
 
 

 
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS  

 
 

 
 

JANUARY SESSION of the General Assembly begun and held at the State House in the City of 
Providence on Tuesday, the fifth day of January in the year of Our Lord two thousand and ten. 

 

Volume 137, No.17 Tuesday, March 16, 2010 Seventeenth Legislative Day
 

The Senate meets pursuant to adjournment and is called to order by the Honorable M. Teresa Paiva 
Weed, President of the Senate, at 4:27 o’clock P.M. 

The roll is called and a quorum is declared present with 37 Senators present and 1 Senator absent as 
follows: 

PRESENT – 37: The Honorable President Paiva Weed and Senators Algiere, Bates, Blais, Ciccone, 
Connors, Cote, Crowley, DaPonte, DeVall, DiPalma, Doyle, Felag, Fogarty, Gallo, Goodwin, Jabour, 
Lanzi, Lenihan, Levesque, Lynch, Maher, Maselli, McBurney, McCaffrey, Metts, Miller, O'Neill, Perry, 
Picard, Pinga, Raptakis, Ruggerio, Sheehan, Sosnowski, Tassoni, Walaska. 

ABSENT – 1: Senator Pichardo 

INVOCATION 
 

The Honorable President, by unanimous consent, presents Senator Miller to deliver the invocation.  

(See Appendix for Invocation) 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

The Honorable President, by unanimous consent, presents Senator Miller to lead the Senate in the 
pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

APPROVAL OF RECORD 

The Senate Journal of the Sixteenth Legislative Day of the 2010 proceedings is read in part.  
 
Upon suggestion of Senator Miller and by unanimous consent, further reading of the Journal is 
dispensed with and the Journal approved as recorded. 
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GUESTS 
Upon suggestion of Senators Miller and Metts and by unanimous consent, the Honorable President, 
welcomes to the Chamber students from CityArts, Christian Martinez, Neomy Delacruz, Noely 
Delacruz, Luis Veras, Salma Veras, Kasey Estevez, Maite Germosen, Trinity Rucker, Jaileen Guerrero, 
Luke Coykendall, David Cuellar, Leandro Reynoso, Angel Gonzalez, Daisy Muhlenberg, Adiani 
Fernandez, Odyssey Scott, D’zire Scott, Joel Cabrera and Ben Nuissl. 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE GOVERNOR 

The Honorable President presents the following communication from His Excellency, the Governor, 
transmitting the following appointments and requesting the advice and consent of the Senate thereto: 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 
STATE HOUSE 

 
March 10, 2010 
 
TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 
 
I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 23-19-6 of the Rhode Island General Laws, I 
have made the following appointment of the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation: 
 

Michael F. Sabitoni of Johnston 
(Johnston Resident Representative) 

 
VICE 

Kenneth Aurecchia 
 

for a term expiring July 1, 2011. 
 
To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 
 
Sincerely, 

Donald L. Carcieri 
Governor 

Read and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 

Also: 
 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 
STATE HOUSE 

 
March 10, 2010 
 
TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 
 
I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 23-19-6 of the Rhode Island General Laws, I 
have made the following appointment of the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation: 
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Bradford Gorham of Foster 

 
VICE 

Austin Ferland 
for a term expiring July 1, 2010. 
 
To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 
 
Sincerely, 

Donald L. Carcieri 
Governor 

Read and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 

Also: 
 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 
STATE HOUSE 

 
March 10, 2010 
 
TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 
 
I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 23-19-6 of the Rhode Island General Laws, I 
have made the following appointment of the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation: 
 

Carole O. Bell of Cranston 
 

VICE 
John St. Sauveur 

(resigned) 
for a term expiring July 1, 2010. 
 
To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 
 

Sincerely, 
Donald L. Carcieri 
Governor 

Read and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 

Also: 
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

STATE HOUSE 
 
March 10, 2010 
 
TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 
 
I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 23-19-6 of the Rhode Island General Laws, I 
have made the following appointment of the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation: 
 

Geri-Ann DiPaolo of North Providence 
 

VICE 
Michael Salvadore, Jr. 

 
for a term expiring July 1, 2010. 
 
To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 
 
Sincerely, 

Donald L. Carcieri 
Governor 

Read and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 

Also: 
 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 
STATE HOUSE 

 
March 10, 2010 
 
TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 
 
I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 23-19-6 of the Rhode Island General Laws, I 
have made the following appointment to the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation: 
 

The Honorable Charles Lombardi 
(Municipal Official) 

 
VICE 

The Honorable Scott Avedisian 
(resigned) 

 
for a term expiring July 1, 2012. 
 
To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 
 
Sincerely, 
Donald L. Carcieri 
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Governor  

Read and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 

Also: 
 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 
STATE HOUSE 

 
March 10, 2010 
 
TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 
 
I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 23-19-6 of the Rhode Island General Laws, I 
have made the following appointment of the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation: 
 

Douglas C. Jeffrey of Johnston 
(Johnston Resident Representative) 

(new seat) 
 

for a term expiring July 1, 2013. 
 
To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 
 
Sincerely, 

Donald L. Carcieri 
Governor 

Read and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 

Also: 

 
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

STATE HOUSE 
 

March 10, 2010 
 
TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 
 
I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 23-19-6 of the Rhode Island General Laws, I 
have made the following appointment of the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation: 
 

Michael P. Quinn of Warwick 
(new seat) 

 
for a term expiring July 1, 2013. 
 
To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Donald L. Carcieri 
Governor 

Read and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Senate Resolution  No. 2690   
BY  Levesque C 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES ON THE PASSING OF 
EARL M. JOHNSTON{LC2195/1} 
 
Senator Levesque requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration. 
 
Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted. 
 
Senator Levesque moves passage, seconded by Senators Connors and Algiere. 
 
The resolution is read and passed, upon a rising vote. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Resolution  No. 2691 
BY  Bates, Algiere, Maselli, Tassoni, Ciccone 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING ANGELINA DISANTO ON THE 
CELEBRATION OF HER 104TH BIRTHDAY {LC2228/1} 
 
Senator Bates requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration. 
 
Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted. 
 
Senator Bates moves passage, seconded by Senators Blais, Connors and Algiere. 
 
The resolution is read and passed, upon a voice vote. 

CALENDAR 

IN ORDER FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 2010: 
 
 1. 2010-S 2406 
 BY DiPalma 
 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- ESTABLISHMENT OF 
 CHARTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
 Committee on Education recommends passage. 
 
Senator Gallo moves passage, seconded by Senators DiPalma, Maher, Connors and Jabour. 
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Senators Levesque, Connors, Sheehan, Metts and DiPalma discuss the act. 

The act is read and passed, by unanimous consent, upon a roll call vote with 37 Senators voting in the 
affirmative and 0 Senators voting in the negative as follows: 
 
YEAS- 37: The Honorable President Paiva Weed and Senators Algiere, Bates, Blais, Ciccone, Connors, 
Cote, Crowley, DaPonte, DeVall, DiPalma, Doyle, Felag, Fogarty, Gallo, Goodwin, Jabour, Lanzi, 
Lenihan, Levesque, Lynch, Maher, Maselli, McBurney, McCaffrey, Metts, Miller, O'Neill, Perry, 
Picard, Pinga, Raptakis, Ruggerio, Sheehan, Sosnowski, Tassoni, Walaska. 
 
NAYS- 0: 
 
 2. 2010-S 2297 
 BY Tassoni 
 ENTITLED, AN ACT VALIDATING AND RATIFYING AMENDMENTS TO THE 
 HOME RULE CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF SMITHFIELD 
 
 Committee on Housing & Municipal Government recommends passage. 
 
Senator Tassoni moves passage, seconded by Senators Doyle, Fogarty and Crowley. 

The act is read and passed, by unanimous consent, upon a roll call vote with 36 Senators voting in the 
affirmative and 0 Senators voting in the negative as follows: 
 
YEAS- 36: The Honorable President Paiva Weed and Senators Algiere, Bates, Blais, Ciccone, Connors, 
Cote, Crowley, DaPonte, DeVall, DiPalma, Doyle, Felag, Fogarty, Gallo, Jabour, Lanzi, Lenihan, 
Levesque, Lynch, Maher, Maselli, McBurney, McCaffrey, Metts, Miller, O'Neill, Perry, Picard, Pinga, 
Raptakis, Ruggerio, Sheehan, Sosnowski, Tassoni, Walaska. 
 
NAYS- 0: 
 
 3. 2010-S 2611 
 BY Tassoni 
 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES -- GENERAL 
 POWERS 
 
 Committee on Housing & Municipal Government recommends passage. 
 
Senator Tassoni moves passage, seconded by Senators Felag and Crowley. 

The act is read and passed, by unanimous consent, upon a roll call vote with 35 Senators voting in the 
affirmative and 1 Senator voting in the negative as follows: 
 
YEAS- 35: The Honorable President Paiva Weed and Senators Algiere, Bates, Blais, Ciccone, Connors, 
Cote, Crowley, DaPonte, DeVall, DiPalma, Doyle, Felag, Fogarty, Gallo, Jabour, Lanzi, Lenihan, 
Levesque, Lynch, Maher, Maselli, McBurney, McCaffrey, Metts, Miller, O'Neill, Perry, Picard, 
Raptakis, Ruggerio, Sheehan, Sosnowski, Tassoni, Walaska. 
 
NAYS- 1: Senator Pinga 
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AT EASE 
 

The Senate stands at ease at 4:46 o’clock P.M. 
 

CALLED TO ORDER 

The Senate is called to order by the Honorable M. Teresa Paiva Weed, President of the Senate, on 
Tuesday, March 16, 2010, at 5:25 o’clock P.M. 

 FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

A message from the House of Representatives transmits with announcement of passage, of the following 
measure: 

  2010-H 7208  SUB A    
  BY Gablinske 
  ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - ESTABLISHMENT OF CHARTER                                
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
Senator Connors requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration. 
 
Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted. 
 
Senator Connors moves passage, seconded by Senators Algiere, DiPalma and Picard. 
 
The act is read and passed, by unanimous consent, upon a roll call vote with 31 Senators voting in the 
affirmative and 0 Senators voting in the negative as follows: 
 
YEAS- 31: The Honorable President Paiva Weed and Senators Algiere, Bates, Blais, Ciccone, Connors, 
Crowley, DaPonte, DeVall, DiPalma, Doyle, Felag, Fogarty, Gallo, Goodwin, Jabour, Lanzi, Levesque, 
Lynch, Maher, Maselli, McCaffrey, Metts, Miller, O'Neill, Perry, Picard, Pinga, Sheehan, Sosnowski, 
Tassoni. 
 
NAYS- 0: 
 

TRANSMITTAL 

By unanimous consent, all matters on the Secretary's desk are ordered to be transmitted to His 
Excellency, the Governor, the Honorable Secretary of State or to the Honorable House of 
Representatives forthwith. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Senator Picard announces that the Committee on Corporations will meet today, at the rise of the Senate, 
in Room 212 of the State House. 
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Senator Felag announces that the Committee on Finance will meet today, at the rise of the Senate, in 
Room 211 of the State House. 
 
Senator Sheehan announces that the Committee on Health and Human Services will meet tomorrow, at 
the rise of the Senate, in Room 212 of the State House. 
 
Senator Levesque announces that the Committee on Judiciary will meet today, at the rise of the Senate, 
in Room 313 of the State House. 
  

GUESTS 
Upon suggestion of Senator Goodwin and by unanimous consent, the Honorable President, welcomes to 
the Chamber Gerald Aubin, Director of the Rhode Island Lottery and Robert Silvia. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Upon motion of Senator Doyle, seconded by Senator Connors and upon suggestion of Senator Levesque 
the Senate adjourns at 5:30 o'clock P.M. in memory of Earl M. Johnston.  

 
JOSEPH R. BRADY  

Secretary of the Senate 
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Appendix 

INVOCATION 

SENATOR JOSHUA MILLER 
 
Open our minds, Lord, to the wisdom in others. Help us to work in a unified effort towards harmony and 
peace for all the people of our State. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


